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NOTES AND LITERATURE. 

ZOOGEOGRAPHY. 

$|j The Atlantis-problem has been re-investigated from the zoogeo- 
graphical side by Dr. R. F. Scharff. 1 Examining the land and 
fresh-water faunas of the present Atlantic islands (Canary islands, 
Madeira, Azores), he arrives at conclusions opposite to those of 
Wallace. Although he does not deny that there are instances 
which are apparently due to colonization of these islands by animals 
transported by winds, currents, etc., he is of the opinion that a large 
percentage of the fauna indicates that we do not have to deal with 
truly oceanic islands, but that they once were connected with 
present continents. He shows that there is reason to conclude that 
" Madeira and the Azores, up to Miocene times, were connected 
with Portugal ; and that from Morocco to the Canary islands, and 
from them to South America stretched a vast land which extended 
southward certainly as far as St. Helena. This great continent may 
have existed already in Secondary times, as Dr. Ihering suggested; 
and it probably began to subside in early Tertiary times." Scharff 
further believes that the northern portions of this latter continent 
persisted until the Miocene, and that subsequently, in early Pleisto- 
cene, there was again a connection of the Atlantic islands with the 
Mediterranean countries (Africa and Europe). 

These ideas admirably agree with those recently set forth by 
Ortmann, 2 at least as far as it concerns the connection of West 
Africa with South America, and it is quite interesting that both 
authors arrived at the same conclusions, as did others before them, 
namely: Suess ( 1888), Neumayr (1890), and von Ihering (1891). 

A. E. O. 

Zoogedgraphical Development of the Indo-Australian Archi- 
pelago has been made the object of a special investigation by Pro- 
fessor Max Weber s). He arrives at certain very important conclu- 

1 Scharff, R. F. Some remarks on the Atlantis Problem, in Proc. R. Irish 
Acad. vol. 24, sect. B, part 3, 1903, pp. 268-302. 

2 Proc. Americ. Philos. Soc. vol. 41, 1902, p. 34S, ff. 

3 Weber, Max. Der Indo-australische Archipel iiud die Geschichte seiner Tier- 
welt. Jena, Fischer, 1902. 46 pp., map. 
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